
PBT Digital Spotlight Virtual Student Matinee

Lesson Title: Pas de Deux Photograph

Grades: K-2nd Lesson Duration: 50 min Standards: 9.3, 9.4

Objectives:

Students will
● Identify the terms and aesthetic elements used in ballet
● Recall exciting moments from a ballet performance
● Articulate their emotions about viewing ballet
● Compare other’s opinions to one’s own work

Guiding Questions:

● Can I explain how ballet makes me feel?
● Can I use appropriate words and terms to talk about works of art?
● What is my opinion of ballet?

Materials:

● PBT Digital Spotlight Virtual Student Matinee and Powerpoint
● Activity Worksheet (attached)
● Markers, crayons, other coloring utensils

Actions:

1. Brainstorm what the class knows about ballet. (5 min)
Consider having students answer the questions: What does ballet look
like? What does ballet sound like? What do costumes in ballet look like?
Where did you learn about ballet before?

2. Review powerpoint slides to establish a working familiarity with the pas de
deux structure and vocabulary. (10 min)

3. Watch the a pas de deux from the PBT Digital Spotlight Virtual Student
Matinee of the instructor's choice. (10 min)

Take time to review vocabulary words such as the sections of a pas de
deux.



4. Discuss what students noticed from the ballet as a whole class. (10 min)
Some aesthetic components to talk about include: the dancers, costumes,
impressive tricks (speed, height, spins), and feeling of the music.

5. Complete the attached worksheet by illustrating an important moment in the
ballet. With the help of an adult or on their own, students should complete the
prompted questions and record their responses to the performance. (30 min)

6. Share drawings and thoughts with their table partners if in person or a family
member if working virtually. (5 min)

Assessment:

Formative:
Class discussions after video
Sharing drawings and thoughts with partners

Summative:
Student worksheets

Follow-up:

● Students can report back to the class about what their partner drew and wrote.
● In pairs, students can create their own pas de deux to tell the story of two

characters in a fairytale or movie the class knows (ex. The Little Mermaid,
Frozen, or Trolls)



Name:

You are a photographer for the local newspaper. You were asked to
take a picture of the ballet but forgot your camera at home! Draw
your favorite moment from the dance below.

This pas de deux made me feel
_____________________________________________________________.

This pas de deux made me think about

______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________.

My favorite part was when

______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________.


