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Synopsis 

 
Our story starts midsummer, in Athens, Greece. A man named Egeus wants his daughter, Hermia, to 
marry a man named Demetrius. He asks Duke Theseus, who is about to get married himself, to a 
woman named Hippolyta, to help convince his daughter. But Hermia does not love Demetrius. She 
loves Lysander, who is a poet. 
 
Lysander and Hermia run away into the woods to be together. Demetrius follows them. In the woods 
they meet their friend, Helena. Helena is in love with Demetrius. Hermia has an idea: if Helena and 
Demetrius should fall in love, Hermia can marry Lysander, and then all four of them will be happy! 
 
But our friends from Athens are not the only people in the woods that night. The proud fairy queen 
Titania and the mighty fairy king Oberon are in a fight over a young man Oberon wants to make a 
knight. Titania leaves Oberon alone, and he decides to get back at her for disagreeing with him.  
 
Oberon has a servant named Puck, who loves making mischief. Oberon tells Puck to use the power 
of a magic flower on Titania to make her fall in love with the first person she sees when she wakes 
up. He has also seen the four young friends from Athens, and he decides that Puck should also use 
the flower to help them, by making Demetrius fall in love with Helena. 
 
Nearby in the woods, a group of actors is practicing a play to celebrate the wedding of Theseus and 
Hippolyta. The group is led by a very silly man named Bottom. Puck decides that Bottom is the 
person he should have Titania see when she wakes up. Because he loves tricks, Puck also decides to 
give the man a donkey’s head. 
 
When Titania wakes up, she sees Bottom. When Lysander wakes up, he sees Helena. Now Titania is 
in love with Bottom the donkey-man, both Lysander and Demetrius are in love with Helena, and 
nobody is in love with Hermia. Everything is a mess. 
 
Oberon realizes that he has hurt Titania and the young friends from Athens, and that Puck’s mischief 
has done more harm than good. He tells Puck to undo the spells, and to have everyone wake up in 
the morning with things back to normal. Puck agrees to undo his mischief. 
 
Titania wakes up and remembers that she loves Oberon. Lysander wakes up and remembers he 
loves Hermia. Demetrius and Helena wake up and remember they love each other. Bottom wakes 
up, and is very happy to be a man again, and not a donkey! 
 
All of the human couples - Theseus and Hippolyta, Hermia and Lysander, and Helena and Demetrius 
- get married at a grand celebration, and Bottom is finally able to perform his play. Titania and 
Oberon make up, and forgive Puck. They all live happily ever after, remembering the evening’s 
events as a midsummer night’s dream. 


